
HISTORY 2045: History of American Religion to the Civil War 

 

 

Instructor: Lisa Susner 

Office Hours: No in-person office hours; 

online office hours by appointment via 

Carmen Connect or Skype 

E-mail: susner.2@osu.edu 

Spring Semester 2016 

Online Class 

Please include the course number, 2045, in the subject heading of your emails.   

Course Description 

This course discusses the history of religion in America from the colonial era through the Civil 

War. This course fulfills Group N. America, pre-1750 for history majors. 

Course Objectives 

History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and 

help them understand how humans view themselves.  In this course, I hope that students will: 

 

• Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human 

activity. 

• Display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a 

foundation for future comparative understanding. 

• Think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by 

examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts. 

• Improve the effectiveness of their written communication skills through papers and 

online discussion. 

 

Policies and Procedures 

 

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the 

term.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair after that time.  Enrolling 

officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student. 

 

This course may be used to fulfill GEC requirements. 

 

Academic Misconduct 

 

Please note that I am required to report all cases of suspected academic misconduct to the 

Committee on Academic Misconduct.  I recommend reading the section at the end of the 

syllabus carefully for tips on avoiding accidental plagiarism. 

 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 

procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term 

“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; 
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illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with 

examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the 

committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student 

Conduct (http://sja.osu.edu/page.asp?id=1). 

 

Disability Services 

 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be 

appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. 

The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 

292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu.  

 

Required Readings 

 

The books for the course are available at Ohio State’s Barnes and Noble bookstore on High 

Street, SBX on High Street, and online retailers.  The only exception is the RTAP customized 

reader, which is only available at SBX.  All other readings are available on the Carmen website 

for this course (look under “Content”).  Copies of these books will also be placed on 2-hour 

reserve at Thompson Library. 

 

• Erik R. Seeman, The Huron-Wendat Feast of the Dead. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2012. 

 

• Paul E. Johnson and Sean Wilentz, The Republic of Matthias: A Story of Sex and 

Salvation in 19
th

-Century America. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994, 2012. 

 

• Lisa Susner, ed., Retrieving the American Past [this is customized course reader only 

available through SBX – make sure you purchase the reader with my name and “History 

2045” and “Spring 2016” on it] 

 

• Articles, documents, and book excerpts available on Carmen, https://carmen.osu.edu/ 

 

Optional: If you have not taken a class on early American history or have not taken one in some 

time, you may want to acquire a U.S. History survey textbook to brush up on the major events 

that we will be discussing in more detail in this class.  A copy of such a textbook (Eric Foner’s 

Give Me Liberty!) will be on 2-hour reserve at Thompson Library. 

 

Technology 

 

Reliable internet access is essential to success in this course, which is entirely online.  The course 

is hosted on Carmen (https://carmen.osu.edu).  On the Carmen site for the course, you will find 

readings, assignments, grades, online discussion boards, and other material related to the course.  

I suggest that you create an avatar or upload an appropriate photo of yourself to your Carmen 

profile so that your classmates and I can associate a face with a name, since we do not meet in 

person for this class. 

 

http://sja.osu.edu/page.asp?id=1
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
https://carmen.osu.edu/
https://carmen.osu.edu/
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Office Hours 

 

Because this is an online class, I do not hold regular in-person office hours.  I can always be 

reached via e-mail, which I check regularly throughout the day on weekdays.  During the work 

week, I will do my best to respond to your e-mails within 24 hours.   

 

I am also available to meet by appointment on Carmen Connect or Skype.  In order to meet with 

me via Carmen Connect or Skype, you will need a webcam with a microphone, or, at the very 

least, a microphone.  Before you meet with me via Carmen Connect for the first time, please 

complete steps #1 and #2 on this website in order to set up your computer for Carmen Connect.  

Please note that you may have difficulty installing the add-in if you are using the Chrome 

browser; see the explanation under step #1 for more details. 

http://resourcecenter.odee.osu.edu/carmenconnect/quickstart-checklist  

 

After you have completed the first two steps on the QuickStart Checklist, use this link to enter 

the online meeting room: http://carmenconnect.osu.edu/hist2045/  

 

Course Organization 

 

The course consists of seven modules.  Each module lasts two weeks, beginning at 12:00 AM 

(Eastern Time) on Monday and ending two weeks later, at 11:59 PM (Eastern Time) on Sunday.  

The only exception is Module 5, which lasts three weeks because of spring break.  Quizzes and 

assignments for each module are due at 11:59 PM on the last Sunday of the module. 

 

Module 1 has a somewhat different set of requirements than the other modules, so please pay 

close attention to the syllabus to ensure that you complete all of them. 

 

Although this is an online class, it will not be less difficult than a class that meets regularly in a 

classroom.  In fact, you may find this class more difficult because you are responsible for 

completing all of the work independently and on your own time.  You should spend about the 

same amount of time per week for this class as you would if you were taking a traditional class. 

 

If an ongoing situation arises which might significantly affect your participation or make it 

difficult for you to do well in the course, please contact me about it.  I want you to do well, and I 

will try to assist in any way that I can.  Please do not wait until the end of the semester to come 

to me with these kinds of concerns.  The sooner I know that the situation exists, the more 

effectively I can work with you to come up with good options. 

 

Assignments and Grading 

 

Readings/Lectures – During the two weeks allotted for each module, you are responsible for 

doing the readings for that week and watching or listening to any other required materials 

(lectures or films) I post for that module on Carmen.  The readings are listed on the syllabus, but 

the lectures will only be listed on Carmen when you access each module’s tab under “Content.” 

 

http://resourcecenter.odee.osu.edu/carmenconnect/quickstart-checklist
http://carmenconnect.osu.edu/hist2045/
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Because this is an online course, the amount of lecture is minimal, but the quantity of readings is 

considerable.  The course readings make up the core of the course, and you will need to do the 

readings in order to do well on the quizzes. I do not recommend trying to do all the reading for 

each module all at once; pace yourself and read a small portion of the assignment every day or 

every other day until you finish.  Keep in mind that you do not necessarily have to read every 

word, especially in the books.  Refer to the document “How to Read a Secondary Source,” 

posted on Carmen, for tips on how to read for main ideas and important content rather than 

focusing on every little detail.     

 

Quizzes - You will be responsible for taking a Carmen quiz on the material (including readings, 

lectures, and required films) for each module.  The quiz will consist of approximately 15-20 

questions, and you will have 30 minutes to complete it.  You may use the readings and any notes 

you take from the readings and lectures when you take the quiz, but keep in mind that you only 

have 30 minutes to take it.  If you have not done the reading and watched the lectures ahead of 

time, it will be very difficult (if not impossible) to find the answers to the quiz questions in the 

allotted time.  Taking a quiz is required for each module, and your quiz average is worth 

25% of your grade. 

 

Online Discussion – You will also be responsible for participating in online discussion.  Each 

module, you will be responsible for posting answers to AT LEAST TWO questions I pose on the 

appropriate discussion board (you will have a choice of several questions, but only need to post 

an initial response to two of them).  You should also post responses to AT LEAST TWO of your 

classmates’ responses.  At least one of these responses should address a question other than the 

ones on which you initially posted.  In order to help sustain a good conversation, you must post 

twice during the first week of the module and twice during the second week.  It is to your benefit 

to post early because if I read your discussion post and it is unacceptable, I will notify you so that 

you can post an acceptable replacement.  However, I cannot constantly monitor the discussion 

boards, so if you post late in the module, I may not see it before the discussion board closes. 

 

All discussion board posts should be at least 200 words each and should engage in a meaningful 

way with the material, moving beyond “I liked the book” or “I didn’t like the book.”  Rather than 

just summarizing the reading, a good response should critically assess the reading, briefly 

making an argument about it and supporting that argument with specific details from the reading 

itself.  I also expect you to use proper grammar and punctuation in your posts.  I will read and 

grade discussion posts on a pass/fail basis for quality as well as quantity, although I will not be 

able to comment on every post.  Please see the document posted on Carmen for additional details 

on how to write a good discussion post. 

 

Participation in online discussion is required for at least six of the seven modules. (One 

module is a freebie.) You will not receive extra points if you participate in discussion for all 

seven modules.  Participation in online discussion is worth 25% of your grade. 

 

Papers 

 

All papers must be double-spaced in 12-point font with 1-inch margins.  I prefer the font Times 

New Roman.  Please make sure to cite any and all sources that you use to write your paper using 
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any accepted citation style.  If you are not familiar with a citation style already, try using 

footnotes and Kate Turabian’s notes-bibliography style citation format (also known as Chicago-

style).  (See http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html for 

details.)  Please avoid contractions (examples: “can’t” or “I’m”) in your papers. 

 

All papers are due on their due dates at 11:59 pm via the appropriate Dropbox on Carmen.  Late 

papers may result in a reduction of final grades by one letter grade (10%) for each day late.  If 

something is going on (such as an illness or family emergency) that will make it impossible for 

you to turn in a paper on time, please contact me as soon as possible (before the paper is due if 

you can).  If you are traveling outside of the Eastern Time Zone at any time during the semester, 

it is your responsibility to determine how the time change will affect when your assignments are 

due. 

 

You will submit papers worth up to 100 points, which will constitute 50% of your final 

grade, but it is up to you which papers you choose.  You may write two book review papers, 

or a book review paper and two primary source papers, or two primary source papers and 

two film response papers, etc.  Any papers submitted above and beyond the total of 100 

points will not be graded. 

 

Book Review Papers 

 

You may choose to write book review papers on one or more of the monographs assigned for the 

course.  Book review papers should be 4-6 pages in length; please see Carmen for a link to a 

website with specific guidelines for writing the papers.  Book review papers are due at 11:59 PM 

on the final Sunday of the module for which the books are assigned. 

 

Writing a book review paper is an elective option.  Each is worth 50 points.   
 

Primary Source Papers 

 

You may choose to write a short essay on a primary source.  Before you attempt this assignment, 

make sure you understand the difference between a primary and a secondary source – you must 

reference a PRIMARY source for this assignment.  (See the end of the syllabus for an 

explanation of the difference between primary and secondary sources.)  Each primary source 

paper should be about 2-3 pages in length.  You may submit only one primary source comment 

paper per module.  Please consult Carmen for specific details regarding how to write a primary 

source paper. 

 

Writing a primary source paper is an elective option.  Each is worth 25 points.  

 

Film Response Papers 

 

During several modules this semester, you will have the opportunity to watch a film and write a 

response paper.  Each paper should be about 2-3 pages in length.  Prompts for each film will be 

posted on Carmen under the appropriate module. The film response paper is due at 11:59 PM on 

the final Sunday of the module for which it is assigned. 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html
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Writing a film response paper is an elective option.  Each is worth 25 points for a 

maximum of 50 points. This means that you cannot write more than two film response 

papers and get credit for them.  If you choose to earn points with film response papers, you 

must also write either a book review paper OR two primary source papers to reach your 

total of 100 points. 
 

For assigning letter grades, I use the standard OSU grading scale: 

 

93 - 100 (A)  

90 - 92.9 (A-)  

87 - 89.9 (B+)  

83 - 86.9 (B)  

80 - 82.9 (B-)  

77 - 79.9 (C+)  

73 - 76.9 (C)  

70 - 72.9 (C-)  

67 - 69.9 (D+)  

60 - 66.9 (D)  

Below 60 (E) 

 

 

 

Schedule 

 

Module 1: Introduction to the History of American Religion –Monday, January 11-Sunday, 

January 24 

 

Required Content:   

 

Please note that you need to complete these steps in the order listed so that Carmen will allow 

you access to the content (for example, you must read the syllabus and watch the introductory 

video before Carmen will allow you to take the syllabus quiz). 

 

• Read the syllabus 

• Watch the introductory video 

• Take the syllabus quiz (Unlike the quizzes for future modules, this quiz only has 10 

questions; you will have 20 minutes to complete it.) 

• Post an introduction of yourself to the appropriate Carmen discussion board.  Include 

your name, major (if you have one), and what particularly interests you about this class.  

Feel free to include an interesting detail about a hobby or interest you have. 

• Watch “Lisa the Iconoclast” 

• Read Richard Wentz, “The Study of Religion,” from Religion in the New World 

[Carmen] 

• Read Peter W. Williams, “Telling Stories,” from Critical Issues in American Religious 

History [Carmen] 
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• Post at least four times (two initial posts and two responses) on the discussion boards for 

this module.  Don’t forget to make at least two posts during the first week (before 

11:59 PM on Sunday, January 17). 

 

Options:   No paper options this module 

 

Module 2: Native and European Religious Encounters –Monday, January 25-Sunday, 

February 7 

 

Required Content:  Seeman, The Huron-Wendat Feast of the Dead  

    

Options:   Book review paper – Due Sunday, February 7, 11:59 PM. 

 

Film response paper on Black Robe - Due Sunday February 7, 11:59 PM. 

Please see Carmen for prompts. (You are not required to watch this film 

unless you want to write a paper on it.) 

 

Module 3: Religion in Seventeenth-Century Colonial America – Monday, February 8-

Sunday, February 21 

 

Required Content:  RTAP, “What Did It Mean to Be a Puritan?”  

   RTAP, “The Salem Witchcraft Scare”  

  Noll, “ ‘Wee Shall Be as A Citty on a Hill:’ John Winthrop’s Non- 

American Exceptionalism” [Carmen]  

Thornton, “African Religions and Christianity in the Atlantic World” 

[Carmen]  

   “A New Adam,” episode 1 of God in America 

 (http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/view/) 

 

Options:   Primary source paper – Due Sunday, February 21, 11:59 PM. 

 

Film response paper on “A New Adam” - Due Sunday February 21, 11:59  

PM.  Please see Carmen for prompts. 

    

Module 4: Eighteenth-Century Religion and the Great Awakening –Monday, February 22-

Sunday, March 6 

 

Required Content:  Selections from Brekus, Sarah Osborn’s World (p. xi-133, 217-288, 337- 

344) [Carmen]  

   RTAP, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”  

   George Whitefield, Journals, 1740 [Carmen]  

Nathan Cole, The Spiritual Travels of Nathan Cole, 1744 [Carmen]  

RTAP, “Chief Pontiac and Dreams of Rebellion” 

 

Options:  Book review paper – Due Sunday, March 6, 11:59 PM. 

 

http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/view/
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Primary source paper – Due Sunday, March 6, 11:59 PM. 

 

 

Module 5: Religion in the Revolution and Early Republic –Monday, March 7-Sunday, 

March 27 (*SPRING BREAK – MARCH 14-18*) 

 

Required Content:  RTAP, “The Role of Religion in the Coming of the Revolution”  

   RTAP, “Culture and Religion in the Slave Community”  

   Stanwood, “Catholics, Protestants, and the Clash of Civilizations in Early 

    America” [Carmen]  

   Pencak, “Anti-Semitism, Toleration, and Appreciation: The Changing 

Relations of Jews and Gentiles in Early America” [Carmen]  

    

Options:  Primary source paper – Due Sunday, March 27, 11:59 PM. 

   

Module 6: The Second Great Awakening and Antebellum Reform – Monday, March 28-

Sunday, April 10 

 

Required Content: Johnson & Wilentz, The Kingdom of Matthias  

   “A New Eden,” episode 2 of God in America  

( http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/view/ ) 

 

Options:  Book review paper – Due Sunday, April 10, 11:59 PM. 

 

Film response paper on “A New Eden” – Due Sunday April 10, 11:59 PM.  

Please see Carmen for prompts. 

 

Module 7: Religion and the Civil War –Monday, April 11-Sunday April 24 

 

Required Content:  Faust, “Evangelicalism and the Meaning of the Proslavery Argument: The 

Reverend Thornton Stringfellow of Virginia” [Carmen] 

“Believing and Doubting” from Drew Gilpin Faust, This Republic of 

Suffering [Carmen]  

   “Religion is What Makes Brave Soldiers” from James M. McPherson, For 

Cause and Comrades [Carmen] 

   RTAP, “Diary of a Union Soldier, John Quincy Adams Campbell” 

RTAP, “Letter from a Confederate Soldier, William Thomas Poague” 

RTAP, “Second Inaugural Address, Abraham Lincoln, 1865”  

“A Nation Reborn,” episode 3 of God in America 

( http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/view/) 

 

Options:  Primary source paper – Due Sunday, April 24, 11:59 PM. 

 

Film response paper on “A Nation Reborn” – Due Sunday, April 24, 11:59 

PM.  Please see Carmen for prompts. 

  

http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/view/
http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/view/
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Some Tips for Success in this Course 

Understanding Primary and Secondary Sources 

 

Historians use both primary and secondary sources to make arguments about the past, and 

we will be using both in this course.  It is a common misperception that primary and secondary 

sources refer to the sources that are more important versus the sources that are less important to a 

historian’s work, but the true definition for historians is actually somewhat different.   

 

“Primary sources are items that are directly associated with their producer or user and the 

time period in which they were created.  Examples include diaries, newspaper articles, 

government documents, clothing, photographs, oral interviews, and news broadcasts.  A primary 

source reflects the authority and perspective of someone who directly experienced what they are 

describing.  Secondary works are analyses and interpretations based on primary sources and 

other sources, which can include other secondary works such as books and journal articles…A 

secondary source usually reflects the authority and perspective of a professional historians who 

did not experience what they are describing but who is trained to analyze primary sources and 

contextualize them within a bigger picture.” (from Jenny L. Presnell, The Information-Literate 

Historian: A Guide to Research for History Students (New York: Oxford University Press, 

2013), 113) 

 

For example, The Kingdom of Matthias, Johnson and Wilentz’s chronicle of an eccentric 

religious leader in the mid-nineteenth century, is a secondary source.  Some of the RTAP 

readings are secondary sources as well, such as Edmund Morgan’s discussion of the Puritans.  

Other documents in the RTAP are primary sources, such as the official court documents detailing 

the case against Bridget Bishop.  With some sources, it is difficult to figure out whether they 

should be classified as primary or secondary, so if you have questions as you are preparing your 

primary source papers, please let me know! 

 

Avoiding Plagiarism  

 

Excerpted from Pearson Custom Publishing Retrieving the American Past Instructor Website 

 

What is plagiarism?  Plagiarism is the failure to acknowledge your sources or the act of making 

it appear that someone else's work is your own. It often results from the unintentional failure to 

document sources accurately. All sources must be documented—not just print media, but 

interviews, broadcast media, and electronic sources as well. Internet or other electronic sources 

may need particular attention. Downloading information is so easy that it is equally easy for a 

writer to underestimate just how much he or she is relying on the electronic source. However, 

whether deliberate or not, plagiarism is a crime within the academic community and can result in 

serious consequences for the student writer and researcher. 

 

Why should you care?  Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty. The academic community relies 

upon the reciprocal exchange of ideas and information to further knowledge and research. Using 

information without acknowledging its source violates this process and cheats writers and 

researchers of the credit they deserve for their work and creativity. 
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Whenever you use information, facts, statistics, opinions, hypotheses, and ideas from outside 

sources, it is essential that you document them. Outside sources include: 

• books 

• Web sites 

• periodicals 

• newspapers 

• material from electronic databases 

• radio or television programs 

• interviews 

• speeches 

• letters and correspondence, including e-mail 

 

Your documentation must be thorough and correctly placed within the body of your paper…, 

according to the documentation style you are using. Common knowledge, such as widely known 

information about current events, famous people, geographical facts, or familiar history, 

normally does not need to be documented. However, if you are in doubt about whether 

information is common knowledge, the safest strategy is to provide documentation. 

 

Seven Rules to Help You Avoid Accidental Plagiarism 

 

• Provide clear attribution of outside sources [within your paper]; this can be done 

with…lead-in or signal phrases… Attributions may contain the name of the author and 

that individual's professional affiliation or the name of the organization that provided the 

information for your paper. Introductory phrases such as "Senator Johnson observes" or 

"According to the President's Initiative on Race" clearly identify your source and 

incorporate the information smoothly into your paper. 

• Identify all words and phrases taken from sources by enclosing them within 

quotation marks, unless those words or phrases are commonly used expressions or 

clichés. 

• Follow all quotations, paraphrases, and summaries of outside sources with 

appropriate and complete citations. Citations should immediately follow the material 

being quoted, paraphrased, or summarized… 

• Use your own words and sentence structure when you paraphrase. A paraphrase 

should capture a specific idea from a source but must not duplicate the writer's phrases 

and words. 

• Be certain that all summaries and paraphrases of your sources are accurate and 

objective. You must clearly distinguish your own views and ideas from those of your 

sources. 

… 

• Provide documentation for all visual images, charts, and graphs from printed or 

electronic sources. Be certain to accurately record the URL for Internet sources so that 

your citation will be correct. Images, charts, and graphs require documentation whether 

they are "pasted" into your paper as illustrations or summarized within the text of your 

paper. 


